ECO-COSMOPOLITANISM

Two new landscaps projects for Victona's City of Morsland explore anintiguing fusion of incigencus and
multicultural comiriunity. gualities imbued with the romantic sénsibilifies o Hacpllaborative design team.
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and indulgent.

The project comprises two spaces, a playground and
the reserve proper, bifurcated {separated and joined} by
a muttifuncticnal concrate and timber slement, which is
variousiy a seat, ramp and retaining wall. This element
negotiates changes in grade and function and its form is
largely drawn from the existing topography, which also
proviges the main figure for the reserve parti. While this is
a mainstay of the design. this element seems monumantal
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exaggerated turf ripples. Like the larger mound, frequent use
has made the mounds a little ragged, however, the use of
the topography to organise the design is a strong idea that is
always difficult to realise.

Twe detailed areas 1o the east and west combina trees,
granite sand surfaces, seating, and wall treatments in quirky
yet functional combinaticns. These include a couple of
timber banana loungers between scrne mature eucalypts.
which seem to suggest goalposts, and text on the walls of
adjacent buildings Added to the ball-shaped bollard lights, >>




Albert Street

01 Concrate sphere
02 Earthmound —m—

] \ ¥
84 Sooctan lawn | : ' oan
04 Sun lounges I - =
05 Granitic sand a }o m = —
06 Timber promenade o
07 Bench
08 Chidren’s playground =

0% Picnic table, benches

Randazzo Park Plan

IN AUSTRALIA, A "council' is a way to organise the iocal
gecgraphy and its aitengant igiosyncratic communities into
an ingtitutional form Ttus act sets the stage for the formal
manifestation of local identity in civic architecture and
landscape, which in turn, become identifiable symbols of &
particular area

This simplifiedt cefinition of a municipality may seem
far-removed from the pragmatic realties of rates, rubbish
collection and dog registraticn, Yet, the re-articulation of
Victerian municipal boundanes in the early "90s, by then
Premier Jeff Kennett, created a crisis of operation and
identity for places and organisations that had their territory
reorganised An analogy can be made to the de-localisation
of AFL teams that happened simultanecusly. Now, after 1¢
years of operating within an economic rationalist frame, little
of the remairing municipal fabnc is intangiple: trees can be
priced for developer's bonds

in the 1990s. Alistarr Phillips, then marager of a team of
consultants named Open Space. developed the Moreland
Open Space Stratey (MOSS) for the City of Moreland that
has now become a model for other municipalities . Notably
this tearmn's strategy nsisted on the inclusion of indigenous
piants of the region 10 provide for municipal statements
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Project Name Randazzo Park
Company Moreland City Council,

Gily PrOjects Brancn

Design Team Leanng (Y.Shas Sanwor
Landscape Architect Moreiand Uiy Councit
in colaboration with Patnck Franklyn
Landscape Architec! consultant and Taylor
aa Culity Lethiean {play correr), Patrick Beals
- coliaboration park furniturg design
Lighting Engineers Barry Webb & Associates
Structural Engineers Permst Simpson Pty LId
d Contract Admini: fon Urban Initiat
3 Pty Ltd - Landscape Architects and Urban
design Consuitants
Artists Astncd Huwald, Rodney Fayne,
Andrew Otto
Contractor Pearce Brothers Ply Lid
External Materials Granitic gravel, recycled
mber. stegl. concrele, stainfess-steed mesh,
Aita Country Colowrs impasto firush (Tavemna
and Pheoricial
Fixtures and Fittings Custom-made
furniture, neon fighting, timber deck,
concrate spheres with fibregiass fofters,
playground equipment - Kompan
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about sustainability {particularly m terms of maintenance
practices) as wel as municipal icentity.

Howaver, while in the process of seeking Turkish pizza
along Sydney Road - a main thoroughtare in the suburban
Moreland zone - the attendant cluttered infrastructure,
baking heat and mean pavernents, can render the imagined
native landscape as contrived and surreal 1C the driver.
Instead. Moreland appears more like a multicuitural suburb
of blistering concrete and brick-veneer houses, similar 10
Sydney's suburbs of Newton or Auburn, In fact, Moreland is
bath these visions, a multicultural and an indigenous vision,
and it 1s this myth and reality that perplexes designers who
are practising there

Leanne O'Shea, senior landscape architect for the Gity
of Moreland, has developed a small body of projects
that manage to balance the indigenous and muiticultural
character of Moreland, while operating creativaly within the
tight framework of the council’s policies, Her work, combined
with that of her Moreland City collaborator, consuitant
landscape archilect Patrick Franklyn, carnes a sensibility
that is honed by ther exposure 10 the arts and the theory;
from 3 liberal life lived prior to study. In formal terms. thair
work 18 about engaging sensibilities and exacuting gracefully




Martyn Street

Eain Reserve Plan

06 Simple timber and steel furniture
07 Chevron graphic to traffic face
08 Yellow treatment 10 park tace

Crvigta Street

»» these detall contigurations seem a bit busy for such a
small place. The backlt word 'randazzo’ 18 spelt cut across
the bollards, which are set among a stand of indigencus
eucalypts. This gesture 15 reminiscent of Barcelona's
axtensive urban landscaping — a precedent that is relevant
throughout the project, both in detaited and strategic terms

Where Randazzo Park is quite exuberant and frenetic,
the more recently completed Bain Reserve is much more
restrained and sophisticatedly municipal The reserve is
a tully turfed wedge aiong a railway line, with a beautifui
avenue of mature exotic trees running through it. A
playground sits on one side, and terminates with O'Shea and
Franklyn's propesition: a simple, elevated timber deck

Like the multi-use element in Randazzo Park, the deck
organises the design However, where Randazzo Park was
very much based on a self-referential dynamic, Bain Reserve
seems mMuch more site-specific, recasting existing dynamics
N the landscape The deck rises up two steps from tha
adjacent grass - on one side, with wide treads, and steeply
on the opposite street edge. Located at the nexus between
the rallway and shops, the deck seems to suggest a surface
for community use that is activated by its diverse edges
These are marked by difterent face treatments 10 the deck
edge: bnght-yeliow on the park side, and an exaggeratad
<hevron graphic on the traffic side Though the registration
of different sides 15 a strong gesture, to this writer, the
chevron seems obvious and not entirely retevant te the rest
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Project Name Bain Reserve

Company Moreland City Council,

Cily Projects Branch

Dasign Team Leanne ('Shea, Seror

L andscape Architact, Moreland City

Counci, in collaboration with Patrick
Frankiyn, Landscape Architect Consuttant
and Urban Initratives Pty Lid - Landscape
Architects and Urban Design Consuttants
Lighting Engineers Barry Webh & Assocates
Structural Engineers Perret Simpson Pty Lid
Contract Administration Urban Initiati

Pry Ltd - Landscape Architects and Urban
Design Consuftants

Contractor Coilards Construction

External Materials Rad iron Bark tmber oeck
Fixturas and Fittings Steel sub frame, ight
- Bega §200, customn-made furniture

of the design; the pattern an add-on, rather than an integral
part of the design logic of the project A number of mature
trees protrude through the deck. as does simple timper and
steel seating, similar to the Randazzo Park elernent, which
makes it seem light, though the deck is substantial, Careful
organisation and grading of the decking timber emphasises
its length. In relation 1o Randazzo Park. Bain Reserve seems
successiufly more ambiguous programmatically, locking inte
axisting programs rather than offering intense possibiiities for
(apparent) later use |t Randazzo Park references Barcelona,
Bain Reserve is raminiscent of the work of French landscape
architects, Michel Desvigne and Chnstine Dalnoky,

The strict Morgland Open Space Strategy seems well-
intentioned but abstract, and can be difficult for designers
to work with ('Shea and Franklyn's landscapes in the City
of Moreland suggest an intelligent and earnest engagament
with the values that underlie policies, rather than literally
dedicating designs to the policies. Though the Moreland
Council's preoccupation with community and indigenous
landscape values might be read as artificial and unsubtle,
O'Shega and Franklyn's work engages people with places As
a result, they characterisa those places in @ very cultural way
Perhaps, this suggests that ‘indigenous’ is not necessarily
simply an issue of plant material but an innate understanding
of Moreland as a cosmopalitan reaim with certain spatial and
environmental conditions [m]




